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...or ‘watching grass grow’
can be fascinating!
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Pelican Breeding Monitoring Group - Bird Island

Volunteer and contracted Bushcarer - National Parks

Coastal Ambassador 2012

- Friends of Gulf St Vincent
- Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary Action Group
- Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary Volunteer

- Birdlife Australia — 20/20 Shorebird Count
and Fairy Tern Nesting Monitoring

...and a member of the Wynn Vale Community Garden
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LOCAL SEAGRASS MAKES GOOD

Catherine McMahon. Estuary Care Foundation
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The adventure begins...

...and the call goes out

Introduction to seagrass monitoring, at the Defence Shed
with Jason Tanner 14 May 18

Messenger 16 May 2018

New green
group for
sea grass

A NEW group has formed to
i in the Port

posed dredging operation.

The Estuary Care Foun-
dation is being steered by for-
mer Port Adelaide
Environment Forum chair
Catherine McMahon.

It is made up of 10 local vol-
unteers working under mar-
ine ecolc Dr
Tanner, of the South Austra-
lian Research and Develop-
ment Inqtltut-:

within the Port River estuary
later this month — well before

million cubic metres of silt
Outer Harbor and dump it in
the gulf.

The private po perato
applied to the State Govern-
ment to widen the shipping
channel at Outer Harbor late
Iz ear. This is expec d tu
kill between 1000
1500ha of sea gras:

“Sea grass plays such an im-
portant role in s ablhsmg our

guality, providing food, shel-
ter and essential nursery areas
to commercial and recreatio-
nal fishery species,” Ms M

L needs ongoing
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A SIMPLE KEY TO SELECTED
AUSTRALIAN SEAGRASSES

1. Plants hava a woody stam....
Plants ithaut @ woody ste

2. Erect stam thin < Trm darmeter.
Liestvess narrow and koing 5-25em... il

Erect stem thin = mm damater with mary
branches bearing terminal ksl clusers.
Leaf blede flat. SRR

. Leaf sheath margins overlapping completehy, B

kaf sheath n'arglns overlapp\rg in
loweer half onby....

4. Plarts small (#0crm)with oval keawes forming
in pairs. Leaf blede slighthy rarrowed towards
tha basa, 8]

Plants nat of this form

5. Plarts with string (linear ) like leaves rising
fmm a smrt\egetauve shoot.
Roots unbranch

Plants with stmp lile kaves.
Roots branched...

B. Transwarse saction of internode showing
4-12 vascular bundes..........

Transversa sction sl'owwg only
2 vasculr bundies...

7. Leaf apece rounded or deeply notshed.
Ro0ts w0 10 swerl atgach node. ...

Liaf ot mione Or ess tridantak
RO W0 Ol AT EaCh PO e

&, Plants with thin flexible ks 5.

Plants with thick stiff leaves with

9. Plarts with hairy eaf beses dlslntegraurg
1o fibres. Leves 10-20mm widz. ... -l

Plants with smooth dark brown leaf bases.
Leames T-9rmm wida

CROSS SECTIONS OF LEAVES
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ECF ...improvised skateboard mud shoes work well
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Parameters to measure

Photograph from directly above
Estimate seagrass cover

Measure canopy height (leaf Iength)
Estimate epiphyte cover

Possibly count cockle shells?




@
h
1]
O
>
R
1]
= |
]
v
Ll

Foundat




Port River seagrass on Seagrass Spotter

Estuary Care Caregories e ced P
— - BlIOblitz

.. (8 Dathbeard « My Dlog ...
ECF Estuary Care
Foundation

Foundation

- 5 quadrat photos per meadow across its range
- All records added as a photo into SeagrassSpotter.org

- All photos to be taken in July & August 2019
&) - Prize for most meadows

- Prize for best seagrass scene photo

- Prize for best seagrass animal photo

- Prize for best seagrass reproduction photo

seagrassspollerorg

August 2019

Australia

Port River seagrass is now literally ‘on the map’ of
the international seagrass site, Seagrass Spotter

Seagrass Spotter is the conservation and education tool of the UK based Project Seagrass
‘that could lead to new discoveries about one of the ocean’s most under-appreciated

habitats — seagrass.
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Dredging Outer Harbor - South Australia 31/08/2019
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