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The City Port Adelaide Enfield is to be commended for the work they’ve undertaken,
since 2005, to assess the risks of flooding from sea level rise, and to indicate how those
risks might be addressed by the State Govt. It’s not the responsibility of the Council to
fund such flooding defences.
Councils all around Australia are seeking to engender action in response to climate
related threats to their communities.
ECF was formed in 2016, largely in response to the predictions of sea level rise along the
Port River, shared during the development of AdaptWest, between 2012-16.
ECF has championed and trialed ‘nature based responses’ e.g. Living Shorelines, since it
was not apparent that State &/or Federal funds were being provided to plan or
implement strategies to protect the community from sea level rise.
ECF has sought to inform the community about those risks while also demonstrating
that action is possible.
ECF’s concern has been that Governments might leave residents and businesses to bear
the costs of flooding . In response community members might need to sue the State
Govt for its lack of action, given the impacts of climate change are well understood.
It’s been difficult for ECF to engage Government agencies about their responses to these
risks. The planning that Maggie has shared took place without any community
involvement and it’s a shame that was the choice of the Governments involved.
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Online resources like Coastal Risk Australia provide community members with access to
information about flooding risks in local areas.
Flooding will affect both people and the natural environment.
This map shows the inundation of most of Torrens Island unless protective measures are
implemented. Similarly the Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary will not exist unless we
plan for it to retreat into adjoining land like the salt-fields.
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Recently (Wed October 6th) the Adelaide Advertiser using Coastal Risk Australia to
highlight how a 0.84m rise in the sea level by 2100 would, if no defences were in place,
lead to inundation of properties in Port Adelaide, Wingfield, Semaphore Park, Grange
and New Port.
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Winter 2021
One of the ways that ECF seeks to highlight current risks is to share photos like these on
our social media sites.
In May, June & July around the time of the full moon (24th/25th) there were higher than
predicted tides in the inner harbor.
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Trial Living
Shorelines

• Seek National Disaster Resilience
funds
• Secure ALP commitment for
Federal funds
• Secure $10K for small scale trial;
implement in 2019
• Seek Friends of Parks grant in 2021

ECF has made 3 bids for National Disaster Resilience funding, two for Living Shoreline
trials and one for applying UNHaRMED modelling to the Port River, and all three were
unsuccessful.
While UNHaRMED modelling was funded for the River, community organisations like ECF
were excluded from the project by the Govt agencies involved.
ECF secured an election commitment from the ALP that couldn’t be honored when they
lost the 2019 election.
ECF secured Dept Environment funds for a small scale trial in 2019 and is currently
developing an application for a further, slightly different, trial.

5

Living Shoreline Trial

This is the ECF trial undertaken in 2019, next to New Port Quays.
The hope was that the coir bags, filled with clean Pacific oyster shell, would create an
intertidal shellfish reef and that together with the transplanted mangrove seedlings
lessen the impact of wash on the seawall.
While it’s not apparent that resident shellfish (e.g. Pacific oysters) are settling on the
shell within the coir bags, silt has accumulated behind the bags effectively widening the
bank. The bags also seem to be providing enhanced feeding areas for shorebirds.
The mangrove seedlings were transplanted just before the bushfire summer of 2019/20
and the searing summer heat took its toll. However 20% of the seedlings survived and
are growing well.
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This ECF sign seeks to explain the trial and to raise community awareness about how we
might respond to sea level rise.
Of course over time, if carbon emissions persist, then hard structures will be needed
since there is no space into which living structures can retreat.
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This is the proposed site of a Living Shoreline trial on Torrens Island, opposite the Sub
Corp, using coir logs and transplanted mangrove seedlings.
The trial is proposed in an area that is vulnerable to flooding and could cut access to the
Conservation Park and the Quarantine Station.
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Advocacy & Education
Sea level rise to be
addressed
Governance structure
for River
Public access to River

https://youtu.be/os9kwdbzTFY
ECF engages in advocacy that includes engagement with Government officials,
politicians, making submissions etc.
A recent submission was to the Inquiry into the Coast Protection Board and Legislation
Education events include public talks, guided walks and education materials like the
animated video shown here.
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Finding hope
• Financial pressure on Commonwealth Government
- Reserve Bank, insurance, superannuation, ACC
• National Climate Resilience and Adaptation Strategy,
2021?
• Climate litigation

Given the huge sums likely involved in Port River flooding defences, ECF monitors what’s
happening at a national level to see if Federal funding might be a possibility.
As Maggie has indicated a submission is being made by Infrastructure SA to
Infrastructure Australia, so we wait to see if that’s successful.
The Federal Government hasn’t had a direct responsibility in coastal management.
A recent blog by Bruce Thom (Australian Coastal Society) argues that there’s scope for
some form of policy intervention impacting on coastal management through powers
invested in the Commonwealth related to banking and insurance.
The ACCC has been looking into the lack of insurance in northern Australia and Treasury
has released a report considering the possibility of a reinsurance pool for cyclones and
related flood damage.
The Reserve Bank keeps highlighting the risks to financial institutions from climate
change, including the exposure in capital cities to coastal inundation.
The insurance industry has been advocating for years for the Commonwealth Govt to
tackle climate adaptation to minimise the costs of natural disasters.
Climate litigation is very apparent in Australia e.g. the school kids seeking to ensure the
Federal Environment Minister exercises a duty of care towards them.
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Finally here’s an upcoming opportunity to think about, and plan, how we could
individually and collectively respond to a cascading series of climate related events.

11

