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Why?

Source: Aust Govt website, Climate Change in Aust



Sea level rise

Source: Aust Govt website, Climate Change in Aust

Source: AdaptWest, Map 1
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How?

• Innovative ideas
•Government approvals
•Grants
•Volunteers 
•Hearts and minds



Key innovative idea – Living Shorelines

Drawing: Peri Coleman 2015
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ECF support to 
the Port River 
& Barker Inlet

Undertake trials
- Native Oysters
- Seagrass
- Living Shorelines 
- Living Seawalls

Advocate 
- Sea level rise to be addressed
- Governance structure for River 

Engage the community 



Native Oyster restoration (subtidal) 



Seagrass monitoring & restoration 









Ecosystem 
Services (17)

Erosion control/storm protection
Stormwater filtration 
Provision of food - fish, prawns
Sequester carbon
Habitat - migratory birds, dolphins
Pollination 
Recreation 



Challenges

Sea level rise

Land subsidence

Flooding

Sustaining life - dolphins

Multiple stakeholders



Opportunities

Climate Adaptation

Living Shorelines 

Blue Carbon

Community Wellbeing



What’s positive

• OzFish, with support of ECF, will be deploying Robust Oyster Baskets 
(of clean Pacific oyster shell) to extend ECF’s shellfish restoration trials 

• Planned Aboriginal Cultural Centre at Western Regional Reserve will 
offer a large scale demo of Living Shoreline  

• St Kilda saltfields offer potential for large scale ‘blue carbon’ 
restoration

• ALP’s Urban Waterways and Catchments program offers opportunity 
for funding further restoration work 



Working with nature: Aboriginal Cultural Centre



Response to Select Committee

Many of the problems are systemic

• Lack of governance structure for the Estuary (City PAE)

• Paucity of funding – EPA, NP&WS, Coast PB, Stormwater M’t 
Authority 

• Potential sources of pollution need to be investigated (Mike 
Bossley) 

• Lack of ‘bonds’ for companies polluting in Estuary (Mike 
Bossley & Faith Coleman)



Response to Select Committee

Many of the problems are systemic (cont)

• Lack of system wide water quality monitoring program (City PAE)

• Pollutants into River e.g. microplastics, need to tackled at source

• History of directing stormwater to Port River and now limited 
land for diversion

• No requirement for industry/commercial stormwater systems to 
be cleaned, following development approval for installation

• Environmental offsets e.g. from dredging, may not be allocated to 
local restoration (Mike Bossley)




